RCPT 425 Ethical Issues

Movie Choices


Date:
January 22



Topic:
Moral Dilemmas

	
	Training Day (2001). Rated R. Denzel Washington & Ethan Hawke. 120 minutes

	
	Jake Hoyt, a fresh-faced rookie in the Los Angeles Police Department, gets a chance to join the elite narcotics squad headed up by 13-year veteran Detective Sergeant Alonzo Harris. Jake is to prove himself during a one-day ride-along. As the day wears on, it becomes increasingly clear that Harris has blurred the line between right and wrong.


	
	Hotel Rwanda (2004). Rated R. Don Cheadle, Sophie Okonedo, and Joaquin Phoenix. 110 minutes

	
	Based on the true story of Paul Rusesabagina, a five-star-hotel manager who uses his wits and persuasion in striving to save more than 1,200 Tutsis and Hutus from being massacred by the Interahamwe militia during the 1994 Rwandan conflict.



	
	Munich (2005). Rated R. Eric Bana & Daniel Craig. 164 minutes

	
	In the tragic aftermath of the 1972 Munich Olympics, a Mossad agent and his team are assigned to track down the Palestinian terrorists who assassinated a group of Israeli athletes.


	
	Sophie’s Choice (1982). Rated R. Meryl Streep & Kevin Kline. 157 minutes

	
	A drama set in post-World War II Brooklyn revolves around Sophie, a Polish Catholic beauty who survived Auschwitz, her lover, Nathan, and Stingo, a would-be writer. As the three grow closer, Stingo discovers the captivating and moving truths that each harbor.



	
	Syriana (2005). Rated R. George Clooney & Matt Damon. 126 minutes

	
	A veteran CIA man finds his job to be increasingly difficult when, after 21 years with the nation's intelligence outfit, funding is being cut, politics are winning out over reason, and, where terrorist activity is concerned, serious warning signs are being ignored.


	
	Write In Candidate: 



Date:
February 12



Topic:
Whistle Blowers
	
	Quiz Show (1995). Rated PG-13. John Turturro, Rob Morrow, and Ralph Fiennes. 133 minutes

	
	Fame and fortune become a hotbed of scandal when a Washington investigator uncovers corruption beneath the TV's hottest quiz show's glittering facade. The scandal implicates both the wildly popular champion and the disgruntled ex-champ.


	
	The Insider (1999). Rated R. Al Pacino, Russell Crowe, and Christopher Plummer. 158 minutes

	
	When former executive Jeffrey Wigand is fired by his employer, one of the largest tobacco companies in America, Wigand agrees to become a paid consultant for a story by veteran 60 minutes producer Lowell Bergman, regarding alleged unethical practices within the tobacco industry. But what begins as a temporary alliance leads to a lengthy battle for both men to save their reputations and more.


	
	Norma Rae (1979). Rated PG. Sally Field, Ron Leibman, and Beau Bridges. 114 minutes

	
	Norma Rae, a textile worker in a small Southern town, discovers that she has a social conscience when a labor organizer arrives at her mill to establish a union.


	
	The Constant Gardener (2005). Rated R. Ralph Fiennes and Rachel Weisz. 129 minutes

	
	A British diplomat begins investigating the mysterious death of his wife and finds out that she has been compiling data against a multinational drug company that used native Kenyans as guinea pigs to test a drug with fatal side effects.


	
	North Country (2005). Rated R. Charlize Theron, Elle Peterson, and Francis McDormand. 123 minutes

	
	Fictionalized account of a landmark 1989 case in which a miner, Josey Aimes, successfully sued her employers for sexual harassment.


	
	Write In Candidate: 




Date:
March 5



Topic:
Gambling
	
	The Sting (1973). Rated PG. Paul Newman, Robert Redford, and Robert Shaw. 129 minutes

	
	Set in 1930's Chicago, this story deals with two con men who seek revenge on a big-time gangster who was responsible for the murder of their friend.


	
	Rounders (1998). Rated R. Matt Damon and Edward Norton. 118 minutes

	
	A poker-playing whiz cashes out of the game for good after he loses his college tuition in a high-stakes game. When his ex-con best friend gets in a jam, he has to take up the cards again to bail him out.


	
	Two for the Money (2005). Rated R. Al Pacino and Matthew McConaughey. 122 minutes

	
	After suffering a career-ending injury, a former college football star finds himself recruited by one of the most well-known bookies in the sports-gambling business.


	
	Eight Men-Out (1988). Rated PG. John Cusack, D. B. Sweeney, and Charlie Sheen. 120 minutes

	
	This is the true story of how the 1919 World Series was "fixed" by a group of gamblers with the cooperation of players on the Chicago White Sox motivated by the stinginess of the team owner.


	
	The Cooler (2003). Rated R. William H. Macy, Maria Bello, and Alec Baldwin. 101 minutes

	
	Bernie is extremely unlucky at gambling and he owes the Shangri-La casino's mob boss Shelly Kaplow over $100,000. He is so unlucky that he is hired as a "cooler". He gambles next to high rollers and gives them some of his bad luck to stop them from winning. This arrangement works out for awhile, but when Bernie has almost paid off his debt, he meets cocktail waitress, Natalie. The two start to fall in love and Bernie's luck begins to change. Unfortunately, Shelly isn't going to let Bernie go so easily.


	
	Write In Candidate: 




Date:
April 2



Topic:
Serious Leisure
	
	Grizzly Man (2005). NR Documentary. 100 minutes

	
	This documentary focuses on amateur grizzly bear experts Timothy Treadwell and his partner Amie Huguenard who frequently journeyed to Alaska to study and live with the bears. In October of 2003, the two were killed and devoured by one of the very animals to whom they had devoted years of study.

	
	Spellbound (2003). Rated G. Documentary. 95 minutes

	
	Eight kids from various locations and backgrounds compete for the winner's trophy at the National Spelling Bee finals in Washington D.C.



	
	Trekkies (1998). Rated PG. Documentary. 86 minutes

	
	In-depth look at the subculture of fans devoted to the “Star Trek” television and movie series.


	
	Mad Hot Ballroom (2005). Rated PG. Documentary. 110 minutes

	
	This documentary profiles the journey of several students from New York City's public schools as they embark into the world of ballroom dancing. Reluctant participants at first, the eleven-year-olds eventually grow into determined competitors in the citywide finals.

	
	Riding Giants (2004). Rated PG-13. Documentary. 105 minutes

	
	This acclaimed documentary profiles the timeline of surfing from its early Polynesian roots until today's big-wave surf culture which still chases their dreams out into the blue water.


	
	Write In Candidate: 




Date:
April 16



Topic:
Culture Clashes
	
	Deliverance (1972). Rated R. Jon Voight, Burt Reynolds, and Ned Beatty. 109 minutes

	
	Four ordinary men from the city canoe down a Georgia river determined to test themselves against a wilderness they only think they understand.


	
	Krippendorf’s Tribe (1998). Rated PG-13. Richard Dreyfuss and Jenna Elfman. 94 minutes

	
	An anthropologist who was given a grant to discover and study a remote tribe in New Guinea is in a jam -- he spent the money on his family. He recruits his family to impersonate the tribe he claims to have discovered.


	
	Whale Rider (2002). Rated PG-13. Keisha Castle-Hughes and Rawiri Paratene. 105 minutes

	
	The Whangara people believe their ancestor Paikea was saved from drowning by riding home on the back of a whale. The tribal group has since granted leadership positions to the first-born males, believing them to be descendants of Paikea. But then a young mother dies in childbirth along with her newborn male son. His twin sister survives and the little girl, Pai, is brought up by her grandparents. Learning the skills of chiefdom from her uncle, Pai shows that she possesses a natural leadership ability.



	
	The Gods Must Be Crazy (1981). Rated PG. Marius Weyers and Sandra Prinsloo. 109 minutes

	
	A tribe of bushman in the Kalahari desert accept a soda bottle from a passing plane as a gift from the gods. The natives' other encounters with civilization involve a clumsy scientist and a beautiful journalist.


	
	Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner (1967). NR. Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn. 108 minutes

	
	A college senior announces to her upper-middle-class parents that she intends to marry a brilliant research physician, who happens to be black.


	
	Write In Candidate: 




