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Good Design Is As Easy
as 1-2-3

1. Learn the principles.

Theyôre simpler than you might think.

2. Recognize when you are not using 

them.

Put it into words ïname the problem.

3. Apply the principles.

Youôll be amazed.
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A Horrible Example

¸University Honor Code

¸ http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor%20Co

de.doc

http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor Code.doc
http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor Code.doc


Proximity 

Ralph Roister Doister (717) 555-1212

Mermaid Tavern

916 Bread Street London, NM
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Group related items togetheré



THE ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN AIRLINE PILOTS Vol. 26, No. 9

ALL THE LATEST BUZZé

FROM THE COCKPIT

August 2005

From the cockpit
The Association of Women Airline Pilots
Vol. 26 ·No. 9    August 2005

All the latest buzzé



HOW ôBOUT IT, PARDNER?
Howôd you like toé

Wake up with the sun, pour yourself a cup of coffee, and gaze 

out over the open range from your bungalow?

Can you imagine?

Spending the day outside, beneath a cloudless sky, putting in a 

hard dayôs work ïworking close to the land?

Ever wanted toé

Taste the best vittles youôve ever had at the end of a full day 

riding, roping, and fencing.

Itôs all possible!

Live the life youôve dreamed about ï

Be a cowboy!

For more information, call 1-800-COWBOYS.
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What to Avoid

¸ Avoid too many separate elements on a 
page.

¸Donôt stick things in the middle and corner.

¸ Avoid leaving equal amounts of white space 
between elements unless each group is part 
of a subset.

¸Donôt create relationships with elements that 
donôt belong together.



Alignment
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Better but Boring
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Strong and Decisive
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Giving Centered a Bad Name

I will love the light for it 

shows me the way.

Yet I will endure the 

darkness for it shows me 

the stars.

Og Mandino
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This text is flush left.

Some people call it 

quad left or left 

aligned.

This text is flush 

right. Some people 

call it quad right or 

right aligned.

This text is centered. 

If you are going to 

center text, 

make it obvious.

This text is justified. Some people

call it quad left and right or

blocked. Notice the text lines up on

both sides. Whatever you call it,

make sure you line length is long

enough to avoid awkward gaps

between the words.



What to Avoid

¸ Avoid using more than one text alignment on 

the page unless there is another visual 

connection to unify them.

¸ Try to break away from center alignment 

unless you are doing it consciously.




