RCPT 411 HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

The Abstract Wild (Chapters 1-4) – Jack Turner
1. Is environmental education counter-productive?  In other words, by informing visitors through guide books, visitor centers, photographs, interpretive trails, etc., have we removed the aura, grandeur, or mystical qualities of the experience?  What happens to the sense of discovery?  See the last paragraph on page 18.

2. Explain the statement on p. 25: “We only value what we know and love and we no longer know or love the wild. So instead we accept substitutes, imitations, semblances, and fakes – a diminished wild.”  How can we reverse this trend?

3. What is the basis of Turner’s argument about mediated or indirect experiences with nature?  Do you think we should have areas where a person is completely free to experience the beauty and dangers of nature without rules, regulations, or restrictions?  In other words, an area where you would be completely reliant upon yourself and you would just have to take your chances (no rescue wilderness).  Why or why not?  What do you think this kind of experience could teach us?

4. What does Turner see as the danger of packaging nature for fun and enjoyment in zoos, national parks, wildlife sanctuaries, etc.?  Does it help protect nature or only lead to a preference for the fake?

5. Why didn’t he tell the jogger about the mountain lion on the road (p. 46)?  Do you agree or disagree with his justifications?  What did he mean by: “No use lying to enhance the appearance of being a better Buddhist than you are – it’s like lying to your diary.”

6. On page 43, Turner talks about trying to blame someone for what happened to the cougar.  He then goes on to describe what he felt was his justification: “I construe it now as a matter of dignity; that not doing something would somehow have demeaned me.”  What do you think he meant by this?

7. Why is it bad to view the world as a collection of resources?  What impact would an alternative view of the environment have on outdoor management?

8. Explain the quote on page 58: “For me this new economic conservation ‘ethic’ reeks of cynicism – as though having failed to persuade and woo your love, you suddenly switch to cash.  The new economic conservationists think they are being rational; I think they treat Mother Nature like a whorehouse.”  

9. What does Turner mean when he says, “Language is power” (p. 62)?  Discuss his five suggestions for removing economic language from the environment.  Which makes the most sense?  Least sense?

