RCPT 411 HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

The Abstract Wild (Chapters 5-8) – Jack Turner 

1. Protecting the environment is often seen as an “either or” issue.  Either you must completely immerse yourself in wilderness with no comforts of civilization or you are a hypocrite.  Turner, for all his strong convictions, takes the middle ground.  “The sweep of all this pleases me – the wing chair, the cold tequila, the precision of the music, the woman’s passion for her violin, the view into that wildest place.  It reminds me why, unlike some of my more radical environmental friends, I do not wish to return to the Pleistocene” (p. 75).  Does it make him any less of an environmentalist?  What does it say about your own life? 

2. On page 78, Turner says, “What interests me is not that pelicans can soar, that soaring is useful, or that they soar here.  What interests me is the question of whether pelicans love to soar.”  What could it mean for management or society in general to attribute emotions like pleasure, fun, risk-taking, or ecstasy to a bird?  Why is science so militant about not attaching so called “human” emotions to other species?  What do you think? 
3. How does intensive recreation impact wilderness?  Why is recreation bad in Turner’s view?  What is the “fun hog” philosophy?

4. Why does Turner believe we should repeat the mantra, “reason alone is insufficient to move the will” (p. 88)?

5. What does he mean by, “For just as there is no cure without risk, there is no cure if you destroy the source of the risk” (p. 95).

6. Explain the quote on page 98, “What Peacock required was a context, but he was be-wild-ered, lost, not in space, but in mind; lacking not direction, but a usable tradition.”   Why was he be-wild-ered?

7. What is the difference between saying wildness preserves and we must preserve wilderness?  Can wildness ever disappear completely?

8. What is the abstract wild? 
9. On page 125, Turner says, “We face a choice, a choice that is fundamentally moral. To ignore it is mere cowardice.”  What does he mean?  Why does he end the book the way he does?

