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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Lennon, J. J., & Foley, M. (1999). Interpretation of the unimaginable: The U.S. Holocaust War Museum and “dark tourism.” Journal of Travel Research, 38(1), 46-51.

1. Are sites based upon “death, disaster, and depravity” valid tourism attractions?  Why or why not?

2. Discuss the dark tourism attractions on the following page.  What is the appeal of these sites?  Which sites are educational and which sites are just morbid attractions?

3. Discuss the pros and cons of having the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. Have we re-written history to portray Americans as heroes?

4. Throughout the Holocaust Museum are audiovisual theaters. They constantly play the same human atrocities over and over again.  Does this diminish the impact of the event?

5. On February 20, 2006, British historian David Irving was sentenced to three years in prison for arguing that Hitler did not know about the slaughter of Jews and that the gas chambers at Auschwitz were a joke. It is illegal in Austria to deny that six million Jews were killed by Nazis. His arrest warrant was issued 17 years ago after speeches he gave in Austria in 1989.  Do you think his imprisonment was justified?

6. Should the United States memorialize the atrocities we committed against Indians and African slaves?  If so, what would be the appropriate way to do this?

7. Do you agree of disagree with the theory that the repression of death in modern society has led to dehumanizing or pornography of death?  Do we seek pleasure from other’s misfortunes?  Have mass media (e.g., television, books, magazines) made the situation worse?

8. Choose some recent event like the September 11 or the Columbine School shootings and discuss why people were so caught up by it.  What kinds of emotions did people go through?  How important were the images?  Did their deaths, whether fictitious or real, serve as leisure or entertainment for the rest of us?  

DARK TOURISM SITES
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum: Auschwitz I is where the Nazis opened the first Auschwitz camps for men and women, where they carried out the first experiments at using Zyklon B to put people to death, where they murdered the first mass transports of Jews, where they conducted the first criminal experiments on prisoners, where they carried out most of the executions by shooting, where the central jail for prisoners from all over the camp complex was located in Block No. 11, and where the camp commandant's office and most of the SS offices were located. From here, the camp administration directed the further expansion of the camp complex.

Los Angeles County Coroner Office Gift Shop: The shop, called Skeletons In The Closet, has been operating since September 1993. With the declining tax revenue, other concepts had to be considered to help off-set monetary losses. The intent was to use monies raised to offset the costs associated with the Youthful Drunk Driving Visitation Program (YDDVP), which uses no tax dollars as support. 

Pere Lachaise Cemetery: Of the twenty cemeteries in Paris, Père-Lachaise is the most famous, it now has over 70,000 plots and receives some two million visitors a year from all over the world. With 44 hectares and 5,300 trees, Père-Lachaise is also the largest park in Paris.

Alcatraz Island is one of Golden Gate National Recreation Area's most popular destinations, offering a close-up look at a historic and infamous federal prison long off-limits to the public. Visitors to the island cannot only explore the remnants of the prison, but can also learn about the Indian occupation of 1969 - 1971, early military fortifications (the first U.S. fort on the coast), and the West Coast's first (and oldest operating) lighthouirse. These structures and the island's many natural features - gardens, tide pools, bd colonies, and bay views beyond compare - are being preserved by the National Park Service which is working to make it accessible to visitors, preserve its buildings, protect its birds and other wildlife, and interpret its history. 

Gettysburg National Military Park: Located 50 miles northwest of Baltimore, the small town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania was the site of the largest battle ever waged during the American Civil War. Fought in the first three days of July 1863, the Battle of Gettysburg resulted in a hallmark victory for the Union "Army of the Potomac" and successfully ended the second invasion of the North by General Robert E. Lee's "Army of Northern Virginia". Historians have referred to the battle as a major turning point in the war, the "High Water Mark of the Confederacy". It was also the bloodiest single battle of the war, resulting in over 51,000 soldiers killed, wounded, captured or missing. 

Jack the Ripper Tours: Be afraid…be very afraid. In the late summer of 1888, terror came to the mean streets of London's East End. Five prostitutes were murdered by the man who became London's most famous criminal. This evening tour takes you to some of Jack the Ripper's actual murder sites as well as one of the pubs where he handpicked his victims. After a spooky, eerie evening, enjoy a fish and chips dinner. This tour is not suitable for children.

Oklahoma City National Memorial: On the morning of April 19, 1995, Timothy McVeigh parked a rented Ryder truck with explosives in front of the complex and, at 9:02am, a massive explosion occurred which sheared the entire north side of the building, killing 168 people. We come here to remember those who were killed, those who survived and those changed forever. May all who leave here know the impact of violence. May this memorial offer comfort, strength, peace, hope and serenity. 

The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza: Suddenly, at 12:30pm, after the motorcade turned from Houston Street onto Elm Street, shots were fired, killing President Kennedy and wounding Governor Connally. Bob Jackson, a Dallas Times Herald photographer, was in a press car in motorcade, eight cars behind the President. After he heard a third shot, Jackson looked up and spotted a rifle at a sixth-floor corner window in the Texas School Book Depository building. The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza is an educational and permanent historic exhibit that examines the life, times, death and legacy of President John F. Kennedy within the context of American history. 

