RCPT 411 HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

“Movie tourism in America’s mid-west” from The Economist and USA Today articles on the “Blair Witch Project”

1. What motivations do you think drive people to visit places they have seen in movies or television?  

2. What kind of story do you think makes the best candidate for this type of tourism and why?  How long will the effects last?  

3. Have you ever visited a movie or TV site?  What was your experience?  What are some local examples of film sites?

4. What are the short-term and long-term economic benefits to a community hosting a movie?  What kind of other benefits do the people in the community receive?

5. Do you think towns that create a tourist identity based on a mythical figure or story like Captain Kirk’s birthplace are justified in their actions?  What does it say about our notions of “real” and “fake?”

6. How would you go about conducting a research project to determine if increased tourism to an area is due to a movie or some other factor?

7. Is movie-induced tourism always a good thing?  Why or why not?  

8. Do you think the marketing of Blair Witch tours is deceptive?  How do you think local residents felt about being suddenly famous?  

9. Why do people have difficulty accepting the fictitious nature of the “The Blair Witch Project?”  Is this a sign of a greater societal problem? 
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