RCPT 411 HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Play Ladies – Bedini

1. Why do you think women have historically been the predominant providers of play and recreation services?  Do you think they have been sufficiently recognized as recreation pioneers?

2. What qualities do women have that make them suited for therapeutic recreation?  Do you think men are equally qualified?

3.
What is the philosophical and etymological difference between “recreation therapy” and “therapeutic recreation?”

4.
Explain the evolution from calling people defectives, backward, mentally deficient, crippled to people with mental illnesses or people with disabilities.  Has the change in language reflected political correctness or a change in perception?
5.
Explain how the following events have influenced what therapeutic recreation is today.

A) Social movements 

B) Children with disabilities

C) The World Wars

6.
Do you think recreation and play can help heal people?

7.
Have we lost or gained anything going from “play ladies” to “therapeutic recreation specialists?”  If so, what?
