RCPT 411 HISTORY & PHILOSOPHY OF RECREATION, PARKS & TOURISM

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Watson, B. (2002). Sounding the alarm: Forty years ago, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring forever changed our view of the environment. Smithsonian, 9, 115-118.

1.
What were the benefits and dangers of DDT?  Many countries prone to malaria still use DDT so were Carson’s predictions overly pessimistic? 

2.
Thalidomide and Silent Spring made us aware of the dangers of modern chemicals. Given the predominance of prescription drugs taken off the market (like Vioxx and Fen-Phen) for health reasons, have we learned our lesson? 

3.
Did Carson have a harder time convincing people of the dangers of DDT because she was a woman?

4.
Is the widespread use of pesticides, fertilizers, genetically engineered crops, and antibiotics creating a doomsday scenario?  Why or why not?

5.
Carson said, “I think we’re challenged as mankind has never been challenged before, to prove our maturity and our mastery, not of nature but of ourselves.”  Have we done this?

6.
Why is Rachel Carson a visionary?  

