
Design Principles

RCPT 436 

Research & Technology 

Applications

Source: The Non-Designer’s Design Book (2nd Ed) by Robin Williams



Good Design Is As Easy
as 1-2-3

1. Learn the principles.

They’re simpler than you might think.

2. Recognize when you are not using 

them.

Put it into words – name the problem.

3. Apply the principles.

You’ll be amazed.



Good design

Learn the principles.

They’re simpler than you might think.

Recognize when you’re not using them.

Put it into words – name the problem.

Apply the principles.

You’ll be amazed.

is as easy as…

1
2
3



A Horrible Example

 University Honor Code

 http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor%20Co

de.doc

http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor Code.doc
http://svanpatt.asp.radford.edu/Honor Code.doc


Proximity 

Ralph Roister Doister (717) 555-1212

Mermaid Tavern

916 Bread Street London, NM



Mermaid Tavern 
Ralph Roister Doister

916 Bread Street
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(717) 555-1212

Group related items together…



THE ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN AIRLINE PILOTS Vol. 26, No. 9

ALL THE LATEST BUZZ…

FROM THE COCKPIT

August 2005

From the cockpit
The Association of Women Airline Pilots
Vol. 26  No. 9    August 2005

All the latest buzz…



HOW ‘BOUT IT, PARDNER?
How’d you like to…

Wake up with the sun, pour yourself a cup of coffee, and gaze 

out over the open range from your bungalow?

Can you imagine?

Spending the day outside, beneath a cloudless sky, putting in a 

hard day’s work – working close to the land?

Ever wanted to…

Taste the best vittles you’ve ever had at the end of a full day 

riding, roping, and fencing.

It’s all possible!

Live the life you’ve dreamed about –

Be a cowboy!

For more information, call 1-800-COWBOYS.
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What to Avoid

 Avoid too many separate elements on a 
page.

 Don’t stick things in the middle and corner.

 Avoid leaving equal amounts of white space 
between elements unless each group is part 
of a subset.

 Don’t create relationships with elements that 
don’t belong together.



Alignment

Ralph Roister Doister (717) 555-1212

Mermaid Tavern

916 Bread Street London, NM



Better but Boring

Mermaid Tavern 
Ralph Roister Doister

916 Bread Street

London, NM

(717) 555-1212



Strong and Decisive

Mermaid Tavern 
Ralph Roister Doister

916 Bread Street

London, NM

(717) 555-1212



Giving Centered a Bad Name

I will love the light for it 

shows me the way.

Yet I will endure the 

darkness for it shows me 

the stars.

Og Mandino
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This text is flush left.

Some people call it 

quad left or left 

aligned.

This text is flush 

right. Some people 

call it quad right or 

right aligned.

This text is centered. 

If you are going to 

center text, 

make it obvious.

This text is justified. Some people

call it quad left and right or

blocked. Notice the text lines up on

both sides. Whatever you call it,

make sure you line length is long

enough to avoid awkward gaps

between the words.



What to Avoid

 Avoid using more than one text alignment on 

the page unless there is another visual 

connection to unify them.

 Try to break away from center alignment 

unless you are doing it consciously.





Repetition

 Repeat some aspect of the design 

throughout the entire piece.

 Repetition is consistency – a conscious effort 

to unify all parts of a design.

 If there is an element that catches your 

fancy, go for it.



Nature’s 
Nursery
123 Grove Street
Springfield WI 23045
(888) 231-4747
www.naturesnursery.com

Nature’s
Nursery

Robert Schmidt, 
President
123 Grove Street
Springfield WI 23045
(888) 231-4747
www.naturesnursery.com

Today’s Special



What to Avoid

 Avoid repeating the element so much that it 

becomes annoying or overwhelming.



Contrast

 For contrast to be effective, it must be strong.  

Don’t be a wimp.
 If two items are not exactly the same, then 

make them different. 

Really different.



A rather dull but typical cover

LEPROSY

I’m Not Half The Man 

I Used To Be

John Smith

January 1, 2007 



Proximity
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Alignment

LEPROSY
I’m Not Half The Man 

I Used To Be

John Smith

January 1, 2007 



Repetition 

LEPROSY
I’m Not Half The Man 

I Used To Be

John Smith



Contrast

LEPROSY

John Smith

January 1, 2007

I’m Not 

Half The 

Man 

I Used 

To Be



Typeface

 Concordant – one type in the same family.

 Conflicting – combining typefaces that are 

similar

 Contrasting – combining separate typefaces 

and elements that are clearly distinct



Concord

Life’s but a walking shadow, 
a poor player that struts and frets 

his hour upon the stage, and 
then is heard no more; 

it is a tale told by the idiot, 
full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.



Conflict

Life’s but a walking shadow, 
a poor player that struts and frets 

his hour upon the stage, and 
then is heard no more; 

it is a tale told by the idiot, 

full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing.



Contrast

Life’s but a walking shadow, 
a poor player that struts 

and frets his hour upon the stage, 
and then is heard no more; 
it is a tale told by the idiot,

full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing.



Categories of Type

 Six major categories

 Choosing different typefaces in the same 

category can cause conflict.

 Lots of typefaces don’t fit neatly into a 

category.



Oldstyle

Oldstyle
Diagonal stress

Slanted serif

Moderate thick/thin 

transition in the strokes

Goudy Palatino Garamond

Times New Roman       Baskerville



Modern

Modern
Vertical stress

Serifs are thin 

and horizontal

Radical thick/thin 

transition in the strokes

Bodoni Times Bold Onyx



Slab Serif

Slab Serif
Vertical stress

Serifs are horizontal 

and thick

Very little or no thick/thin 

transition in the strokes

Century Schoolbook   

Courier Bold Book Antiqua



Sans Serif

Sans Serif
No stress because 

there is no thick/thin

No serifs 

anywhere

No thick/thin transition 

in the strokes

Century Gothic Arial 

Franklin Gothic Tahoma



Script

Bradley Hand Brush Script

Lucida Handwriting

Vivaldi Mistral   



Decorative

Gigi Castellar

Chiller Jokerman
Harlow Solid Italic Juice

Ravie Papyrus



Radford University

Visitor’s 

Center

Don’t try to 

combine 

two warm 

colors or 

two cool 

colors



From Something Rotten by Jasper Fforde



Contrast or Conflict?

FANCY
PERFUME

FUNNY FARM
Health Insurance

MY MOTHER

My mother is the greatest woman 

in the world.

let’sDANCE tonight




